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Chair’s Report December 2025

What a fantastic year we have had!

In January we kicked off with an invitation to all members to join the Committee for drinks and
nibbles. For an opportunity to just chat. This was followed by a fascinating talk from
Kate Green from Petworth Community Garden. It is an amazing Project, which | have been
to a couple of times. Flowers and vegetables are prolific and its totally organic. Several
Fernhurst residents participate.

In February we had our usual Quiz. What a fabulous night that was, with an excellent meal
too. We think we have cracked it, with technology helping to show the questions visually, as
well as our Quiz Master, Judith Turner, saying them. Likewise the answers. Funnily enough
the same team often seems to win!

In March we had a talk from Keith Hine. All about propagation. Methods of growing ‘plants for
free’ cuttings, grafting, sowing seeds,. What a green fingered man he was! Everything seemed
to’ take 'for him, so we came away with many plants.

In April our Spring Show was Amazing. The village hall was exceptionally full of colour and
scent. We even ran out of bikini vases due to so many entries. Tea and cake was plentiful.
Even the Judge said it was a joy to judge.

In May The Revels, as always, was such a fun event. Our plant stall was brimming with home
grown plants and seedlings, donated from many sources locally. Therefore, a very profitable
outcome.

In June six, lovely locals opened up their garden’s and one of those, served tea and cake’s
all afternoon. So much dedicated hard work went into each and every one. Donations were
collected for Parkinson’s. Our local Chichester Branch, which covers Fernhurst.

In July our Propagation Workshop led by Alan Horgan, horticultural specialist, was perfect for
both beginners and others. 16 of us all came away with extra plants and knowledge. | have
an abundance of geraniums and a thriving banana plant.

In September we had a bumper Autumn Show. Many of us thought that we had nothing worth
showing due to lack of rain over the summer months. But Hey Presto! We had a fabulous
turnout including new members showing for the very first time. Fruit, flowers, shrubs and
vegetables in abundance. Phenomenal number of cakes, jams and jellies and we cherish any
children’s entries. We overwhelmed the Judges taste buds.

In October we had an interesting talk from a Trustee of the oldest swan charity on the Thames.
It was about the challenges of rescuing swans and the impact of avian flu. | think some people
may have thought that it was a little off the topic of Horticulture. Non the less, it was
exceptionally interesting. Also a committee member had made some swan shaped biscuits
which was a little challenging being able to get them out of the mould without snapping their
necks! These also had to be rescued!!

In November we had Michael Blencowe tell us about his epic experience of walking from
Henfield in Sussex (his home) to Plymouth in Devon (his parent’'s home). He was extremely
humorous, laughing at his own mistakes of no practise in walking long distances and carrying
too much in his backpack. His pictures showed the changes in the weather conditions in
March. From Spring sunshine to snow. His stories of what he encountered along his way of



wildlife, particularly birds and folklore and history were fascinating. He has written a book
called ‘Gone’- Stories of Extinction. Which many of us bought.

On Thursday 4 December we have our A.G.M. Plus a talk on Deceivers, Deathcaps and
Fairy Rings. From Steve Webster Wine and Nibbles will be available

We collectively wish to give a MASSIVE Thankyou to BRAMDEAN, who have helped us on a
HUGE scale to clear and prepare our ongoing project of our Medicinal Garden to the left of
Fernhurst Surgery. They did it in a day. It would have taken us a month of Sundays.

Yet again, | wish to say a MONUMENTAL Thankyou from the bottom of my heart, for All that
they do. They give So much voluntary time and effort.

We also miss the incredible Gentleman Bob Pennington. Forever in our hearts. God rest his
soul.

Theresa Kennedy



